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Padayon! 


The Party, the People’s Army 
and the People are United 
and Ever Determined 

to End Duterte’s Fascist 
Tyranny and Advance the 
People’s Democratic 
Revolution! 
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Negros Island Regional Party Committee 
December 26, 2021 


THE NEGROS ISLAND REGIONAL 
PARTY Committee (NIRPC) joins 
all Party members and cadres, Red 
fighters and commanders of the 
New People’s Army (NPA), and the 
revolutionary forces and people of 
Negros in celebrating the 53rd an- 
niversary of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines (CPP). As in the 
last five decades, and through ar- 
duous struggle and selfless sacri- 
fice, the revolutionary Party of the 
Filipino working class and people 
have achieved great and small vic- 
tories in Negros and across the 
country this past year. 

Since the pioneering work of 
proletarian revolutionary youth and 
progressive church people in the 


late 1960s and the first NPA 
squad sent to Negros in 1969, 
the revolutionary forces and 
masses on the Island have, 
against tremendous odds, per- 
severed in building the Party, 
Red army and revolutionary 
united front. By the late 1980s, 
the NPA in Negros had reached 
its peak strength of 800 and was 
operating in several guerrilla 
fronts effectively covering about 
two-thirds of the whole Island. 

It was also in the latter part 
of the 1980s, however, that grave 
“left” and right opportunist er- 
rors were committed at such 
great cost to the armed revolu- 
tionary forces and the mass 
base in the Region. In 1993, a 
year after the CPP Central Com- 
mittee launched the Second 
Great Rectification Movement, a 
provisional regional Party leader- 
ship was constituted and, to- 
gether with 60 Red fighters and 
a significant number of urban 
cadres, took on the task of re- 
building the revolutionary 
movement in Negros. 

The 25-year revolutionary 
experience on the Island from 
1993 onwards has already been 
summed-up by the NIRPC in 
2019. This has given the regional 
Party leadership, as well as a 
good number of intermediate and 
basic cadres, a more thorough 
knowledge of the Island’s wealth 
of revolutionary practice. This 
has also facilitated the forging 
of stronger proletarian unity in 
the Region which has in turn 
placed the Party on a better po- 
sition to lead the revolutionary 
forces and people of Negros in 
militant struggle against the US- 
Duterte regimes relentless 
counterrevolutionary onslaught. 

Amid a worldwide pandemic 
and a prolonged global reces- 
sion, the chronic crisis of the 
semicolonial and semifeudal do- 
mestic ruling system has further 
aggravated. The US-Duterte re- 


gime’s six years of fascist ter- 
ror, criminal neglect of people’s 
welfare, military overspending at 
the expense of health and other 
social services, mounting public 
debt, and hardcore bureaucratic 
corruption have consigned more 
and more people to even greater 
exploitation and oppression. Such 
worsening mass poverty and 
alarmingly more- brutal cam- 
paign of suppression have as 
much been felt in Negros as 
anywhere in the country. 

Comprising mainly of pea- 
sants, farm workers and mill 
workers, on whose backs the Is- 
land’s largely monocrop sugar- 
cane economy has long been an 
onerous weight, the majority of 
the 4.64 million Negrosanons 
has had to suffer even more un- 
der the US-Duterte regime. 
Duterte’s single-minded drive to 
follow the neoliberal dictates of 
his imperialist masters has fur- 
ther enabled the big landlords 
and compradors on the Island 
to fortify their control over vast 
tracts of lands, perpetuate the 
century-old hacienda system 
and its more recent but equally 
as exploitative mode of opera- 
tions such as the so-called cor- 
porative and aryendo schemes, 
and forever depress the wages 
of farm and mill workers. 

Tiempo muerto, that time 
each year of intense hunger ex- 
perienced by thousands of sugar 
farm workers during the months 
of the off-milling season, has 
now practically covered the full 
stretch of the last couple of 
years, owing to the Duterte 
government’s failure or outright 
refusal to provide for the eco- 
nomic needs of the people in the 
midst of the prolonged and mili- 
tarist lockdowns that it has im- 
posed. 

Throughout most of the past 
century, foreign-owned conces- 
sions in mining, quarrying and 
logging have subjected a signi- 


ficant portion of the Island’s 
total land area of 1.33 million 
hectares to unbridled plunder 
and environmental destruction, 
displacing peasants and mino- 
rities from the lands they have 
long tilled and making entire 
communities extremely vulne- 
rable to calamities as what the 
aftermath of supertyphoon Odette 
has recently shown. Yet with 
Duterte’s lifting of any and all 
restrictions on mining, the gran- 
ting of mining permits to big 
foreign capitalists involving at 
least 60 thousand hectares of 
mineral-rich lands in Southern 
Negros is now almost certain. 

As in other parts of the 
country, Duterte’s fascist junta 
is hellbent on using state terror 
and its military preponderance 
against the people and the 
armed revolution in Negros. 
Since the issuance of Memoran- 
dum Order 32 three years ago, 
the Armed Forces of the Philip- 


DECEMBER 2021 } 
SPECIAL ISSUE } 


Nagapasalamat ang Ang Paghimakas } 
sa mga kontribusyon agud mangin } 
madinalag-on ang ini nga isyu. Sa } 
pagpauswag sang aton Ang } 
Paghimakas, ginapangabay sa tanan } 
nga bumalasa nga padayon nga mag- } 
amot sang mga balita, piktyur, istorya | 
kag iban pa nga sinulat. Nagapangayo } 
man kami sang inyo mga suhestyon } 
kag komentaryo paano pa gid ini } 
pauswagon. 


& angpaghimakas@yahoo.com 


ay negrosrevportal.wordpress.com i 


DECEMBER 2021 


pines (AFP) and the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) have 
steadily built up their presence 
in the two Negros provinces 
which now stands at around 15 
combat battalions composed 
mainly of troops from the 303rd 
and 302nd brigades as well as 
other bloodthirsty units of auxi- 
liaries, force multipliers and as- 
sets. 

They have been responsible 
for the marked increase in gross 
rights abuse on the Island since 
the last quarter of 2018 that 
saw the massacre of nine farm 
workers in Sagay, the assassina- 
tion of people’s lawyer Atty. 
Benjamin Ramos and the first of 
many joint AFP-PNP “Sauron” 
operations. In 2021, 24 incidents 
of extrajudicial killing (EJK) in 
Negros have been reported, 
bringing the total to 121 since 
Duterte became president. There 
are at present around 130 politi- 
cal prisoners on the Island, of 
which 20 have been illegally ar- 
rested and detained this year 
alone. 

Countless other violations of 
human rights and international 
humanitarian law have been 
committed by fascist forces es- 
pecially in villages where AFP 
posts are set up purportedly for 
its so-called community support 
program but which are actually 
blockhouses meant to surveil 
and curtail the movement of the 
populace and from which fo- 
cused military operations have 
been launched. 

While the AFP thinks that it 
could force the NPA to submis- 
sion through sheer military 
might, which includes the indis- 
criminate and disproportionate 
use of aerial assets and artillery, 
it relies heavily on sheer fakery 
as well. To make it appear that 
counterrevolution is winning 
and that it is right on course to 
finally defeating the five-decade- 
old people’s war by mid-2022, 


the AFP has been staging fake 
NPA surrenders and fake en- 
counters one after another. This 
year alone in Negros, there have 
been at least 11 instances 
where the AFP falsely claimed 
engagement with the NPA and 
where the NPA fatalities pre- 
sented were actually civilian 
victims of EJK. 

Yet no grand display of 
force, no millions-worth of state 
deception could ever sustain nor 
give an absolute edge to the US- 
Duterte regime’s unjust all-out 
counterrevolutionary war. The 
more Duterte tries to sow terror 
and deceit, the more likely will 
he reap the fury of the growing 
mass of people rising up in resis- 
tance to end his tyranny. And as 
the semicolonial and semifeudal 
ruling system is further exposed 
to its most rotten core, more 
and more are being convinced of 
the justness and need not only 
of taking to the streets in 
protest but, more importantly, 
of taking the path of armed re- 
volution. 

No amount of anti-com- 
munist vilification could ever 
sever the ties that bind the 
people to the NPA and the Party 
that leads it. Over the last half- 
century, the people of Negros 
and across the country have 
grown to understand that the 
NPA is their own army and that 
the Red fighters and comman- 
ders are their own best sons and 
daughters. The people have long 
realized that at the helm of the 
Philippine revolution is an or- 
ganization of the most class- 
conscious and selfless revolu- 
tionaries committed to serve the 
immediate and long-term in- 
terests of the exploited and op- 
pressed even at times of great 
adversity. 

Indeed even in our pro- 
foundest grief over the deaths in 
the past year of comrades Keri- 
ma Lorena Tariman, Marilyn 
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Indeed even in our 
profoundest grief over the 
deaths in the past year of 
exemplary revolutionaries 
whom we now accord our 
highest honors as genuine 
martyrs and heroes of the 
people, the Party in 
Negros is undaunted and 
remains ever capable and 
determined to carry 
forward the peoples 
democratic revolution 
and contribute to the 
nationwide advance of 
the protracted 

peoples war. 


Badayos, Flerida Ceballos, 
Cheene Dacalos, Jeren Vargas 
and other exemplary revolu- 
tionaries whom we now accord 
our highest honors as genuine 
martyrs and heroes of the 
people, the Party in Negros is 
undaunted and remains ever 
capable and determined to 
carry forward the people’s 
democratic revolution and con- 
tribute to the nationwide ad- 
vance of the protracted people’s 
war. 

Armed with Marxism-Lenin- 
ism-Maoism, the Party strives 
at all times to draw lessons from 
revolutionary experience and 
raise these to revolutionary 
theory in order to effectively 
guide the further development 
of revolutionary practice. In the 
past years, the Party in Negros 
has had some significant head- 
ways in its efforts in the basic, 
intermediate and advanced party 
courses and other theoretical 
discussions, social investigation 
and class analysis, assessments, 
and summing-ups. 

In the coming months, it is 
important that Party collectives 
at all levels sustain and further 
systematize these efforts even 
in the midst of brutal fascist 
suppression. It is in fact during 
such critical times that ideolo- 
gical work proves especially ne- 
cessary in order to ensure that 
cadres and members are cons- 
tantly imbued with the proleta- 
rian standpoint, viewpoint and 
methods in going about their 
ever growing responsibilities 
and in surmounting extreme 
difficulties. 

The Party, the NPA and the 
revolutionary mass activists in 
Negros unite around the general 
political line of people’s democ- 
ratic revolution through pro- 
tracted people’s war. The Island 
remains to this day a most fer- 
tile social and physical ground 
where guerrilla fronts could be 


built and developed for the 
purpose of carrying out agrarian 
revolution and launching ex- 
tensive and intensive guerrilla 
warfare based on an ever ex- 
panding and deepening mass 
base. 

The 3rd Infantry Division 
insists that the North and 
Southeast guerilla fronts have 
already been dismantled. Yet 
the continued military opera- 
tions themselves of the AFP in 
the said areas easily contradict 
such a deluded claim. In truth 
all the Region’s five guerrilla 
fronts remain intact and are 
very much in a position to per- 
form in an integrated way the 
various current tasks in armed 
struggle, agrarian revolution 
and the building of mass bases 
and organs of political power. 

Far from being insignificant 
“remnants” of the armed re- 
volution that the fascists liars 
want the people to believe, the 
NPA units in the different guer- 
rilla fronts in Negros have 
mounted 33 tactical offensives 
and punitive actions in 2021. 
They have generally maintained 
considerable parts of areas un- 
der sustained AFP attacks. They 
have also successfully expanded 
to other clusters where peasant 
masses have warmly welcomed 
them, and which have given 
them wider room for maneuver 
while depriving the enemy of 
effective focus in its strategy of 
encirclement and gradual con- 
striction. 

In the coming months, it is 
important that Party commit- 
tees and NPA commands in the 
Region give ample time to tho- 
roughly assess the current war 
situation at each turn, seriously 
learn from their shortcomings 
and some recent setbacks, and 
take appropriate and timely 
measures to improve certain key 
aspects of their political and 
military work. 
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Especially as we anticipate 
through the first half of next 
year the US-Duterte regime’s 
desperate “last push” to des- 
troy the revolutionary move- 
ment on the Island, Red fighters 
and commanders must all strive 
to become experts in the guer- 
rilla tactics of concentration, 
dispersal and shifting. They 
must heighten their resolve and 
further develop their capabilities 
in launching more tactical of- 
fensives that result in the 
seizure of enemy weapons and 
the increase in the NPA’s armed 
strength. 

They must continue to cor- 
rectly apply the principle of wa- 
ging extensive and intensive 
guerrilla warfare on the basis of 
an ever expanding and deepening 
mass base. They must, wave 
upon wave, expand the guerrilla 
fronts and establish new ones. 
They must build the mass base 
not only in mountainous areas 
but in intermediate terrains and 
plains where more people are 
concentrated. 

Agrarian revolution continues 
to be waged in Negros, one of 
the country’s long-standing 
bastions of land monopoly and 
the hacienda system. Inspired 
by the militancy of their people’s 
army, the poor peasants and 
farm workers organize them- 
selves to push for the lowering 
of land rent, wage increase, and 
other democratic demands. 

Responding to the pandemic 
situation, local organs of politi- 
cal power have initiated mass 
campaigns for food and herbal 
medicine production and health 
education. After supertyphoon 
Odette hit Negros Island, local 
Party branches, NPA units, and 
mass organizations were imme- 
diately mobilized for relief and 
rehabilitation efforts. 

In the coming months, as 
we expect the crisis to further 
bring hardships to the masses, 
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it is important that antifeudal 
and other democratic mass 
campaigns in the countryside 
reach a wider scope so that a 
greater number of peasants and 
farm workers are able to benefit 
from concrete economic gains 
and from the invaluable political 
and organizational lessons that 
militant and collective struggle 


provides. 
The legal democratic mass 
movement in the cities of 


Negros has steadily advanced in 
the past couple of years despite 
the ongoing fascist crackdown 
against progressive mass or- 
ganizations and alliances. 

Workers, the urban poor, 
government employees, tea- 
chers, health professionals and 
students are being aroused, or- 
ganized and mobilized in cam- 
paigns for wage and salary 
increases, decent housing, debt 
holidays, subsidies and relief, 
free medical service, the safe 
resumption of face-to-face 
classes and other just demands 
at a time of great economic 
crisis and the pandemic. The 
church sector has also become 
more vocal in condemning graft 
and corruption and in seeking 
justice for the growing number 
of state terror victims. 

In the coming months, it is 
important that the democratic 
and patriotic forces in the Re- 
gion take the highest initiative 
to bring together the workers 
and peasants, the urban petty 
bourgeoisie, the middle forces, 
and the tactical allies in the 
conservative opposition, to form 
a broad people’s movement that 
is determined to end Duterte’s 
tyrannical rule and to bring him 
to justice for his multiple high 
crimes. 

They must expose and op- 
pose Duterte’s plans to rig the 
upcoming presidential elections 
in favor of his rotten clique of 
long-discredited plunderers-in- 
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The Partys enduring 
revolutionary spirit 
inspires the people in 
such profound ways that 
not even the reign of 
fascist terror and deceit 
that now hangs over the 
country could ever deter 
them from aspiring and 
fighting for a future of 


genuine national 
freedom and social 


liberation. 


chief of earlier fascist and pup- 
pet regimes and secure virtual 
immunity from prosecution and 
arrest even beyond his official 
term. They must resolutely fight 
the ascendant return to 
Malacanang of the Marcoses. 

To effectively carry out the 
increasingly more complex and 
challenging revolutionary tasks 
in the coming months and years 
requires that the Party expands 
its membership severalfold and 
raise the proletarian leadership 
capacity of cadres and mem- 
bers. Dialectically, the advances 
in our political and military work 
must result in the recruitment 
of new Party members, the 
formation of new Party bran- 


ches and groups, and the con- 
tinuous development of Party 
cadres and members at different 
levels. 

The Party’s enduring re- 
volutionary spirit inspires the 
people in such profound ways 
that not even the reign of fas- 
cist terror and deceit that now 
hangs over the country could 
ever deter them from aspiring 
and fighting for a future of 
genuine national freedom and 
social liberation. An exceedingly 
favorable situation for waging 
armed revolution exists and the 
Party is leading the people and 
their Red Army in battling fas- 
cist tyranny and all-out coun- 
terrevolutionary war. The Party, 
the NPA and the revolutionary 
movement of the people are de- 
termined to defeat imperialism, 
bureaucrat capitalism and feu- 
dalism. 

The continuous accumula- 
tion of all-round revolutionary 
strength is absolutely necessary 
to bring the protracted people’s 
war to the mature phase of the 
strategic defensive stage, en 
route to the strategic stalemate 
stage. The ideological, political 
and organizational strides of the 
Party in the past years place the 
revolutionary forces and people 
to a most sturdy foothold from 
which to further advance in the 
coming years until the people’s 
democratic revolution is com- 
pleted and the next stage of 
socialist revolution is com- 
menced. fF 
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